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Abstract—We consider the dynamics of a system of IV particles on the circle with interaction of
nearest neighbors, a Coulomb potential, and an analytic external force. The trajectories are real
analytic functions of time. However, the series for them converge only for sufficiently small times.
For zero initial velocities and a uniform initial location of particles, we prove N-dependent estimates
on the coefficients of this series.
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1. INTRODUCTION
1.1. Statement of the Problem and Main Results

Consider a system of N point particlesi = 1,2, ..., N ona half-open interval [0, L) C R with periodic
boundary conditions, i.e., on the circle Sz, of length L. Initially, they are located at the points

0=21(0) <---<zpn(0) < L.
The trajectories z;(t) are determined from the system of N equations

dzl‘i 8U
= — o+ F(w:); 1
dt2 8ZL‘Z * (IL’) ( )
the interaction between the particles is of the form
U{ai}) = > Vi —2i),

(i,i—1)

where the sum is taken over all pairs of neighbors on the circle. We assume that the potential
V(z) =V (—x) =1/r,r = |z|, is Coulomb and set

_ dv(r) -2

f =-S5 =r

Note that, because of strong repulsion at close distances, the particles in motion do not change their
order. Let F'(x) denote an external force.

Fixed points of such systems were studied in [1], [2]. Questions pertaining to dynamics are
significantly more complicated. Certainly, the solution of system (1) exists and is unique (under
arbitrary initial conditions) on the whole time interval; however, it is rather hard to obtain more detailed
information about the trajectories of the particles (if V is sufficiently large) without developing a special
technique. If F' is analytic, then, as is well known [3], the solution can be expressed as a power series
expansion in ¢ in some neighborhood of the point £ = 0.
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238 MALYSHEV

We consider the natural initial conditions: for all 7,

L
and it is convenient to assume that z1(0) = 0. Note that this configuration is a fixed point in the case
of a zero external force. In this paper, we obtain estimates of the radius of convergence for such initial
conditions. We search for a solution of the form

vi(t) = ici,jtj- (3)
=1

Theorem 1. Let F be analytic on the circle Sy. Then
1)forallj =1,2,..., there exist numbers b; < oo not depending on N such that, for alliand j
and forall N,

Jeij| < b NUDI2;
2) let, in addition, for some Cr > 0 and all x and k,
|F®) (@) < CFH.

Then there exists a constant 0 < x < oo not depending on N such that, for all i, j, the following
estimate holds:

leij < X NPI/6-3/2,

This implies that the radius of convergence R = R(N) of the series (3) has the lower bound
R >y IN—5/6 From the proof of the first assertion of the theorem in Sec. 2.2, we can conclude that

an upper bound for the radius of convergence can be of order 1/v/N, but this has not been proved yet.
In the proof of the second assertion of the theorem, we give an explicit estimate for . Also we present
explicit formulas for ¢;; for j = 1,2, 3,4.

The goal and essence of the present paper is best illustrated by its physical motivation.

1.2. On the Riddle of the Electric Current

Mathematical questions of statistical physics have been extensively developed for equilibrium sys-
tems on the lattice; as to continuous space, it appears that they have been sufficiently developed
only for gases with small inverse temperature or density. For many other cases, there are even no
mathematical statements of problems. One of such cases is the direct electric current. Considered
on the macrolevel, such a current is described adequately by Ohm’s law, while, on the microlevel, it is
considered in all textbooks on solid-state physics as a system of free (or weakly dependent) electrons
each of which is accelerated by an external force and retarded by the external medium: both physicists
and mathematicians studied one-particle models with constant accelerating external force and various
versions of the external medium absorbing the energy of particles. (There were at least twenty such
versions, the first of which being the Drude model of 1900.)

Nevertheless, there is still an important question unanswered: Where does the accelerating force
come from? The fact is that, in any electric power line, the force acts only for a distance of several meters
from the generator, the turbine, etc. Here is what R. Feynman writes in this connection in his famous
“Lectures in Physics” (Vol 2, Sec. 16-2):

“... The force pushes the electrons along the wire. But why does this move the galvanometer, which
is so far from the force? Because when the electrons which feel the magnetic force try to move, they
push—Dby electric repulsion—the electrons a little farther down the wire; they, in turn, repel the electrons
a little farther on, and so on for a long distance. An amazing thing. It was so amazing to Gauss and
Weber—who first built a galvanometer—that they tried to see how far the forces in the wire would go.
They strung the wire all the way across the city ...”

So writes the famous physicist. We must state that this problem is, in general, totally ignored in other
books and papers.
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ANALYTIC DYNAMICS OF A ONE-DIMENSIONAL SYSTEM OF PARTICLES 239

Hence we already see that the electrons pushing each other constitute a strongly interacting system
of particles and such an interaction can only be Coulomb repulsion. For a mathematician, it is natural
to study this phenomenon by starting first with the simplest model. Such a model will be considered in
what follows.

In fact, there is not just one problem, but many. For example, we must explain why the steady-
state current velocity is constant and very small (0.1—=10 mm/s), while the current is set up almost
instantaneously. The main idea behind the fact that the steady-state velocity is constant and small was
put forward in a somewhat different model in [4], but that model did not encompass Coulomb systems.

In this paper, we attempt to study the second problem. If the coefficients ¢ in the time series

o
v = Z cktk
k=1

for the particle velocity increase as N a > 0, where N is the number of particles, then it is natural
to expect that the velocity of order 1 is established before the instant of time of order ¢ = N ¢, which is
“almost instantaneous” from the physical point of view. We were not able to find a rigorous proof of the
fact that the velocity setup time is small. however, the estimates of the coefficients given in this paper
make this fact very likely.

Since such estimates are sufficiently complicated even for the simplest model (see also [1], [2]), such
problems were not studied by physicists.

Numerous papers, beginning with Bogolyubov’s papers, dealing with the dynamics of multiparticle
systems, had a completely different orientation. In most cases, the existence of a thermodynamic limit of
the dynamics was proved. This means that, for a certain period of time, the given arbitrary particle
is significantly affected by only a bounded number of (adjacent) particles, and this remains valid in
an infinite volume. One of the main techniques used here is also the expansion (for example, of the
velocity) in a time series whose coefficients, however, are bounded uniformly with respect to the number
of particles and the velocity is small for small times under zero initial conditions; see [5]—[12]. In our
case, the thermodynamic passage to the limit is meaningless, because our problem is more intricate.

2. PROOF
2.1. Equations for the Coefficients

Let us fix the initial data z;(0), v;(0) just as in (2) and consider the trajectories x;(t) € S on the
interval 0 < t < ¢, for some instant of time ty = to(/V) > 0. Setting

L
Az(t) = xi—i—l(t) - Ilfi(t), A= AZ(O) = N,
we obtain the equations

dv;
dt

% _ f<A—|—/0t[vi(t1) —vi1(t)] dt1> —f<A+/0t[Ui+1(t1) —vi(tl)]> dt1>

+F<xi(0) +/0t vi(tl)dt1>.
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240 MALYSHEV

Integral equations. The equivalent system of integral equations

WQM:ATfQS+[ﬁm@Q—vFNH4dh>
—J<A+Ammﬂh%wﬁQMh>+FGNM+A%MQ&O}& (4)
can be rewritten as
zwo:KTQA+RFgor2—ux+&@»4+5<@my+434nym>>ﬁ, (5)
where
RFﬂﬂ:iA%maﬁ—vFﬂh»ﬁL

In what follows, we shall need some notation related to discrete derivatives. Let a function ¢(i) be
given on the interval [0, N| C Z with periodic boundary conditions (i.e., a periodic function on Z with
period N). Let us call

(VTg)(i) =g(i+1) —g(i) and (V7 g)(i) =g(i) —g(i — 1) (6)
its right and left derivative, respectively. Note that they commute and the following relation holds:
VT (gf)(@) = fi + D(VTg)(0) + g(@) (VT f)(@) = (SFHVTg) +9(VT]), (7)

where S is the shiit operator:
(S = flE+1).

In what follows, the discrete differentiation operators will act on the indices 7. If the function f(i) is
independent of 4, then its differentiation yields zero.

Let us return to the main equations and rewrite them as follows:

Mw:A%ﬂpvw@+3ﬂwﬂ+Fﬁmm+A%mgﬁQ}

The following representation of the integrand will be useful:

(A+Ri_1(1) 2= (A+Ri(t) 2+ F<xi(0) + /Ot vi(t1) dt1>

= A—2<1 + RiA‘l)_z N (1 + %) - + F(a:z-(o) + /Ot vi(ty) dt1>

— F(i(0)) + i; A [A=2T(R, — RI)| + [F <xi<o> « Cui(tr) dtl) - F(xxoﬂ

= F(z;(0)) + idmA_2_m( "= RM) + [F <$i(0) + /Ot Ui(tl)dt1> - F(l‘z‘(o))}

where
Ay = (=)™ (m+1).

[f Fis analytic on Sp, then there exists a sufficiently small € > 0 such that, for any xg € S, and for all
x € [xo — €,x0 + €), the following expansion in a convergent series is valid:

© p(k)(y
F(a) = Fla) + 30 Tt 0 )
k=1 ’
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Finally, we obtain

vi(t) = F(x;(0))t + /Ot i dp AT [V R™)] dt + i /Ot PO (0 ]{? vilt) dtr)" dt. (8)
m=1 k=1
Recurrence equations. Using (3) and
s 4+l
Ri_1(t) = ;(Cz‘,j - Cz’—l,j)j 1 (9)
o0 £+l
R, — Ry = ;(Ciﬂ,j —2¢j + Cz’—17j)j+—1 (10)

and substituting the series (3) into (8), we see that the right-hand side of (8) is also a power series
expansion in ¢ with well defined coefficients.

Let us search for ¢; ; by equating of the coefficients of /. For j = 1,2, the equations immediately give
the explicit expressions

Ci1 = F(IEZ(O)), Ci72 = 0, (l 1)

because the other summands on the right-hand side of (8) are of greater order in ¢. For j > 3, the
equations for the coefficients of ¢/ are of the form

F(k ZL‘Z fO V; tl dtl)

Cij—_[ZdAzm -V~ R") +Z ) (12)

where, for the power series

o0
t) = Z apth,
k=0

we put [¢(t)]; = a;j. For j > 2, the coefficients ¢; ; are found from a recurrence relation; note that the ¢;;
depend only on ¢; ;, with k& < j — 2. Indeed, on the right-hand side of the equation for ¢; j, there cannot

be ¢; 1, with k > j — 1, because, in view of (9), each of the ¢;;, appears together with thtl,

In that case, the main equations take the form

;S (v (s -eizr) ] )
Cij = — m cz — Ci,j
N FW((0) [ 7 \F
s i . 1
PV {(ZwM) | 9

j=1
We have
t”l) ] Ciga Cij
S e - Y Ga Sa (14)
|:<] 1 Jj+1 j—1 j1+---+jm=j—m—1‘71+1 Jg+1
where Zj1+...+jm:j—m—1 is the sum over all ordered collections ji,...,jr, (some of which can be
identical) such that
G+ttt =k+jt-+i=7-1 (15)
whence
) — 1
F<iteti=i-1-ksi-n ks |1 (16)
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242 MALYSHEV

Similarly,
s j (j—1,m)
t]+1 m V+ L v
|:<Z(Ci+1,j — ci,j),—1> :| — Z : CZ,]11 . Cz,jT .
j=1 J+ -1 1+ Jm +

here (15) and (16) hold with k replaced by m. Therefore, the equation can be written as
¢c=Ge+ Y,
where c is the vector ¢ = {c;;}, the constant term ¢(©) = { } is
&) = Fai(0), =0, j=2,
and the nonlinear operator G is of the form
cin =Y = F(z;(0), ¢ =0,

(G-1)/2]
cij = (Ge)ij Z Z Aij(m;gn, .- dm)

m=1 jit+tjm=j—m—1
(G-1)/2]

+ Z Z Bm’(kﬁjl,---yjk)

k=1 jit-+jr=j—k-1

for 7 > 3, where

1 Vte s Vte

Ai' ; j P 'm - _dmA_Q_mv_ LIL ZJm)
§(m g dm) = 5 <j1+1 G+ 1
1 1 i i

Bii(kiji,....j — F®) (g, WL Tk
]( yJ1, 7]k) k' (‘T (0))j1+1 jk+1

Further, let F; j, , denote any discrete derivative of the form

q
(121 V0 ) P 0, (0),

where s(p) = +. For estimates, the choice of s(p) is not important at all. Denote F; j, = Fj i 0.

(17)

(18)

(19)

(20)

(21)

Explicit expressions for ¢;3 and ¢;4 are readily obtained if, in Egs. (19), we take into account only

terms with £ = 1 and m = 1, because k,m < [(j — 1)/2] < 1. We have

1 c c 1 _
Ciz = —§d1A v V+ d 3F(1)( )%1 = E(dlA 3Fio02+ FiooFi10),

4

1 . ar)? 1 | _ 1
= -1 h ATV <V+ “) + 2 FO ()41 = §<—d1A “Fio2Fion + §Fi71,0Fz’2,o,o>-

The formulas

Ti4+1
Fio1 = Fiy1,00 — Fioo = / FO(z) dz, |Fio1] < CEA,
z;
Fio2 = (Fit2,00 — Fit1,00) — (Fit1,00 — Fio,0)
Ti41 $+A
= / </ FO(y) d@/) dx, |Fi 00| < C3A?%
€Ty xr
imply that
1 B 1 1 1
\Ci?»\ﬁgcf’v(A 1+§>, \QMSZC%JFTGC%-

(22)
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ANALYTIC DYNAMICS OF A ONE-DIMENSIONAL SYSTEM OF PARTICLES 243

2.2. Estimate of the Principal Exponent

It follows from the recurrence formulas (20) and (21) that the coefficients ¢;; are finite and depend
oni, j, and N. First, we consider them as functions of N for fixed 4, j. In other words, we prove the first
part of the theorem. Let us introduce the notion of principal exponent

. In [¢]
1(€) = lim
© Nooo I N

for the quantity £ depending on N. In simple terms, this notion indicates that the principal order of the
asymptotics & is N1,

We shall consider the algebra A of polynomials in a countable number of (commuting) variables
Fipgt=1,...,N, kqg=0,1,2,... with real coefficients independent of . For any monomial M from
this algebra, we denote

QM) ==Y "q

over all ¢ in this monomial. The natural mapping of the algebra A onto the subalgebra Ay generated by
all the Fj ;, = Fj 1, o is defined by the successive substitutions

Fi7k7q = Fl+l7k7q_1 - E7k7q_1
or

(VO =(8-1)"= icﬁ(—l)ks”_k-
k=0

Lemma 1. For any monomial M € A,
I(M) < Q(M).
Proof. In order to prove the lemma, it suffices to show that
I(Fig) < Q(Fig) = —¢-

Just as in (22), to do this, we use induction on q.

For any polynomial P = a, M, with (different) monomials M, and coefficients a, not depending
on F, but, possibly, depending on N, we define

Q(P) = max(I(a,) + Q(M,)),
which is consistent with the previous definition. Then, for any polynomial P, we have

1(P) < max(I(a,) + I(M,)) < max(I(a,) + Q(M,)).

Note that, for every pair of polynomials P; and P», the following inequality holds:

Q(PLP) < Q(P1) + Q(P).
We also have

QIVIP)<Q(P) -1,  Q(V VIP)<Q(P)-2 (23)
By the degree deg P of the polynomial P =5 a,.M, we shall mean the greatest degree of its
monomials. O

Lemma 2. Forj > 1, ¢;j is a polynomial in the algebra Ay of degree at most j — 1.

Proof. We have already noticed this fact for j = 1, 2, 3, 4. Note that

deg(VEP) = deg P.
Further, we can use induction: in formula (20), the degree will be j — 2, while, in (21), the degree will be
j—1. O
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244 MALYSHEV

Note that the recurrence formulas define ¢;; for all functions F'(x), not necessarily analytic. Therefore,
the following statement is meaningful.

Lemma 3. Let F be infinitely differentiable. Then, for alli, j,

j—1

I(eij) = Qleij) < =

Proof. Since
Q(CZJ) = 07 ] = 1727 Q(Ci,3) = 17 Q(Cz’A) = 07
the statement is valid for j = 1,2, 3,4. Let us prove the lemma by induction on j. Suppose that
j—1
Q(cij) < ]7
forallj=1,2,...,J —2.
Then, for given m, j1, ..., jm, using (15) and (16), we obtain

Q(Ais(m;jr, .. dm)) <2+ m—1+Q(cizy) + -+ + Qleiz,,) —m
m

1 m 1
< Z(q o4 )— 22— AT —m—=1) — —
S50t dim) =5 =1+5(J—m—-1) -7,
because, in view of (23), (—1) and (—m) are added from the action of the discrete derivative operators
applied to the corresponding monomials. The maximum of the last expression is attained at m = 1.
Hence

. . J—-1
Similarly, for B;s(k : j1,. .., jk), the following inequalities hold:
) . 1 kK J-1
QBis(kijrs- k) S 5(J —1=k) = 5 < ——.
This yields Q(ciy) < (J —1)/2, and hence I(ciy) < Q(ciy) < (J —1)/2. O

2.3. The Radius of Convergence

Here we prove the second assertion of Theorem 1. In the proof, it is convenient to write IV instead
of N/L and assume Cr > 1.

We shall use the majorization principle for infinite systems of recurrence equations and inequalities:
for example if we are given two systems of equations
W =POED, .Y, q=12
(2)

where the P@ are polynomials with coefficients p&q) such that pg’ > 0, \p&1)| < pg) for all o, and

|cl(-]1-)| < cg) for j = 1,2,3,4, then |C£]1)| < cl(-?) for all the j. We shall presently introduce one of such
systems obtained from the one-particle problem (i.e., the problem with N = 1) with a specially chosen

external force. Another auxiliary system [3(c;;) with positive coefficients will be introduced later.

The one-particle problem. For j =1,2,... and a fixed a, let us set Then the following statement is
valid.

Lemma4. Forj=5,6,...,the following inequalities hold:

(G=1)/2]
1] Z <a>k+1(k+1)(k+2) 9 i

C > .
9 =75 2 1 et

2

k=1 ji+-+jm=j—m—1
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ANALYTIC DYNAMICS OF A ONE-DIMENSIONAL SYSTEM OF PARTICLES 245

Proof. Suppose that, at time¢ = 0, a particle is at the point 2(0) = 0 and is moving with velocity (a > 0
is arbitrary)

o(t) = Z 9]

in the field of some external force F'(x), which is to be found. Then

2(t) = /Otv(s) ds = <—§>\/1——at+ g

1—a

whence we obtain

pod_a
Cdt 2(1—at)3/? (1 —ax/2)3’

F®  ra\* 134 (k+2) (o h+D(E+2)
K \2 k! S \2 2 '

|

Just as in the proof of the recurrence equations given above (the only difference being that now v(0) = 1
and there are no A-terms), we obtain

(G-1)/2 k 11 ' ’
Sy oo e
k=1 p=0j1++jm=j—m— 1‘7 k!t s+l Jk—p + 1

for the g; defined above. Here, just as above, Zj1+,,,+jm:j_m_1 means summation over all ji, ..., jr—p
such that

Jit gy =ik —L

Taking into account the fact that all the coefficients are positive and discarding the terms with p > 0, for
all a > 0 we obtain

1 [(G-1)/2] k+1
i Z Z <9> i Gk
TS itetimejome1 2 o+l et

(G—=1)/2 K
Iy 3 (g) TNk g g

- = g]
TS hietimmiome N\ 2 ntl o getd

Majorization. From the recurrence formula for ¢;;, we see that these coefficients can be expressed as
I. .
Cij = Y big N M,
r=1

where b; ; » and d;; are numbers independent of either N or F', and M; ; , € A. In addition, by Lemma 2,
we have

deg Mi,j,r < ] —1.

We shall also need some other preliminary notions. For any polynomial

P=> bN"M,

where the b, are numbers independent of either N or F', and M, € A, we set

B(P) = Z ‘br‘NIT-FQ(Mr)C?O(Mr)—Q(Mr)-i-deg M,

T

)
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246 MALYSHEV

where, for any monomial M,, the natural number Qo(M,.) is equal to the sum >k over all of its
multipliers Fj i, 4. In particular,

. Mi'r_ M»Lr+d Mi'r
Bletg) = D by | NTosr s Qs ) GE M) =M YA M
T

For all 7, k, by definition, we have
B(Fi o) = CE, B(VEF, 10) = B(Fik1) = CEPPNT = CpN T B(F ).
In addition, the following assertion holds: for any two polynomials P; and P», we have

B(PL+ P) < B(P1) + B(P), B(PLP) < B(P1)B(P) (24)

and, for any monomial M, we have

BVEM) < (deg M)NOODT o M=CADTEEE — (g A)CpNT'B(M),  (25)
and hence also for any polynomial P,
B(VEP) < (deg P)CrN ' B(P). (26)

Let us call 5(P) the majorant of the polynomial P, because, in view of

Titl
|Figoa| = [V Fil < / |Fipy1 (2)] d < CEPNY = B(Fip1),

Ty

the following property holds:

|P| < B(P).
[t follows from (24 ) and (17) that
[(1-1)/2]
Blcij) < > B(Ai(m; g1, -5 Jm))
m=1ji++jm=j—m—1
[(G-1)/2]
+ > B(Bij(k;ji, - - -5 Jk))-

k=1 j1+-tix=j—k—1
Our inductive assumption (with g; = g;(1)) is as follows:
Bleis) < XINPIE=312g. 0 j=12....,J—2. (27)
Initial data. We can choose xg > 0 so that, forj = 1,2, 3,4,
XoNM/O g5 > Beiz).
Indeed, only for j = 3, there is a dependence on N, but (5/6)3 — 3/2 is precisely 1.

Induction step for A-terms with m > 1. To estimate A-terms, we shall distinguish two cases: m =1
and m > 1. Form > 1, we use the obvious estimates

B(V*Feij) < 2B(cig), BV~ (Ve - Viey,)) <2 Hﬁ(ci,jp)-

P
Then, using (24) and (20), we obtain

, , m+1.. Bleiji)  BlCijm)
Aig(m;gi, .oy gm)) < NZrmomtl JL L oJm
BAus(migi, o dm) < 25 S S

m+1 2 o — —m—1)— i gj

< N2t+mom+1 J—m 1N(5/6)(J m—1)—m(3/2) Jp

=TT X pl]l Jpt1
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+1 gj
< gl J=m=1(5/6)] 3/2M Jp
X J H LG, +1

because the exponent of NV admits the following estimate for m > 2:

3 8 7 5 3
2 —1 °=2 —< g2,
+m+ = (J m—1)— my J m6—|—6 6J 5
Further, by Lemma 4 with a = 2 (if x > 2), we have
(G=1)/2]
m=2 ji1+-+jm=j—m—1
(G-1/2 mal/m g
< NB/6)I-3/2,7 Z gty —m=1 Z (H i >
m=2 i+ im=j—m—1 p=1
9\ 3
< <_> N(5/6)J 3/2XJg (28)
X

Induction step for A-terms with m = 1. In the case m = 1, we shall use the following estimates for
j=dJ—22>3.Inview ol (26), (27) and Lemma 2, we have

B(VTey) < (5= D)NT'Crbleij) < (j — D))NT'Crx? NO/OI5/2,
and, similarly,
BV VTei)] < (5 —1)Cr)2N"2 I NG/OI=3/2,
This yields the additional summand (—2) in the exponent of IV, which now becomes
S 3 9 3
324 (/-2 -5 < T3,
ie.,
. 1 V_V+C7; _
AL 51) = Ay (1, = 2) = }|d1|N3int}2

2

< 2012:Xj_2N(5/6)J_3/29j—2 < 72029]'_2 XjN(5/6)J_3/2gj. (29)
X"Yj

Induction step for B-terms. For B-terms, the induction estimate is simpler, but here the degree of

the monomials increases:

. . CZ, 1 Ci,jk

10’“+1 1 1
<5 Z! j1+1"'jk+15(0i,j1)---5(0i,jk)
k1
<10F 9 9 R it

—J ok o+l grtl
hence, by Lemma 4,
((G—=1)/2]
> B(Bij (ks 1y - -5 k)

k=1 jitetjp=j—k-1

((1—1)/2]
_ 01134-1

Z .gjl o .g]‘k RN B/
n+l g+l

Sl =

k!
k=1 Jietp=j—k-1
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L G-/ ' ,
< OFeCFXJ—2NJ/2; Z Z jlgji L jkgﬁ -
k=1 gj+-+jp=5—k—1
< CpeCry2N7/2g;. (30)

Let us sum the three summands (28), (29), and (30) and choose x = x1 > 0 so that

2C%.g:_
<8x_1 + 71;9] 2y CFeCF>X_2 <1.
J

Then, for any x > max(xo, x1), we have

|Cij| < XJNJ/ng < XJNJ/Q.

The theorem is proved. O

10.

11.

12
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